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Sustainable Management of Food and the
‘Nﬂthﬂﬂl Strategy for Reducing Food Loss
and Waste and Recycling Organics

Lana Suarez
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

IDDBA Member exclusive access!
View recording and download slide deck at iddba.org. (Available in 24-48 hours)



What Is “Food Loss and Waste”?

Food loss and waste (FLW): Food produced for human
consumption that leaves the human food supply chain for
any reason (and is not ultimately consumed by humans).

Wasted Food: overarching term to describe food that was not used for its
intended purpose and is managed in a variety of ways, such as donation to feed
people, creation of animal feed, composting, anaerobic digestion, or disposal in
landfills or combustion facilities.

Other terms include excess food or surplus food




Near the Farm

- Inefficient harvesting
practices

» Out-of-date machinery
» Crop damage

In Transit

- Poor infrastructure
« Lack of cold storage

During Food
Processing

- Poor planning,

outdated equipment

. Lack of measurement

and data to show hot
spots

» Lack of food-handling

skills and awareness

In Stores and
Restaurants

- Poor planning and

stock management

. Lack of measurement

to show hot spots

» Lack of food-handling

skills and awareness

Where Does Food Waste Happen?

Main drivers of food loss and waste throughout the supply chain

. Lack of awareness of

food waste issues

- Inefficient cooking,

storage and portioning

» Poor planning; not

using shopping lists or
menu plans

» Poor understanding of

date labels

Source: World Resources Institute




Food Wa Ste i n t h e U ) S . Distribution of Wasted Food Generation

from the Food Retail, Food Service, and
Residential Sectors (2019)

*30-40% of food is wasted offic Budings

K-12 Schools
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food was generated in
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service, and residential

sectors in 2019. o "'/V
. Wholesale-
« Most of this waste was %
sent to landfills. e I

Supermarkets/
Supercenters
13%

Households
40%

Source: https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/20223-03/2019%20Wasted¥%20Food%20Report o8 opt ec.pdf



https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-03/2019%20Wasted%20Food%20Report_508_opt_ec.pdf

Let’s cut the amount of food we waste in half

\‘"'}EPA #NoWastedFood



EPA’s Role in

Sustainable

Management * Funding
of Food  Technical Assistance and

Facilitate Networks
* Tools and Guidance
* Science, Data and

Research




NATIONAL
STRATEGY FOR
REDUCING FOOD

L.OSS AND WASTE
AND RECYCLING
ORGANICS

JUNE 2024

National Strategy released
June 12, 2024

GOAL

Prevent the loss and waste of food;
increase recycling of food and other
organic materials to support a more
circular economy for all; reduce
greenhouse gas emissions; save
households and businesses money,; and
build cleaner, healthier communities.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/NATIONAL-STRATEGY-FOR-

REDUCING-FOOD-LOSS-AND-WASTE-AND-RECYCLING-ORGANICS 6.11.24.pdf



https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/NATIONAL-STRATEGY-FOR-REDUCING-FOOD-LOSS-AND-WASTE-AND-RECYCLING-ORGANICS_6.11.24.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/NATIONAL-STRATEGY-FOR-REDUCING-FOOD-LOSS-AND-WASTE-AND-RECYCLING-ORGANICS_6.11.24.pdf

Strategy Objectives

R W N R

Prevent the loss of food.
Prevent the waste of food.
Increase the recycling rate for all organic waste.

Support policies that incentivize and encourage
food loss and waste prevention and organics
recycling.



EPA Actions
Included in
the Strategy G D ...
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2019 Wasted Food Report

Estimates of generation and
management of wasted food in the

Composting
United States in 2019
April 2023

EPA 530-R-13-005
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New Funding Opportunities

Solid Waste Infrastructure for
Recycling (SWIFR) Grant Program

Recycling Education and Outreach
(REO) Grant Program
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Food Waste &
Climate Change

Wasting food in the U.S. causes greenhouse gas emissions equivalent

» to those of more than 50 million gas-powered passenger vehicles.




EPA Food
Waste
Management
Research
Reports

FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT October 2023
Quantifying Methane

Emissions from Landfilled

Food Waste

LS. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Research and De ment
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%ober 2023

Part 2 N - ~
From Field to Bin: B

i N § ol
The Environmental Impacts :
of U.S. Food Waste 4
Management Pathways

LS. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Research and Development
EPA/OIR-23/065

www.epa.gov/land-research/food-waste-research



https://www.epa.gov/land-research/food-waste-research

n EPA Wasted Food Scale

How to reduce the environmental impacts of wasted food

© Avop

Prevent Wasted Food Send Down the Drain,
Produce, buy, and serve Landfl", or Incinerate

only what is needed with or without energy recovery
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Anaerobic Digestion
with disposal of digestate/biosolids
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Apply to
the Land
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Compost

or

Anaerobic
Digestion

with beneficial use of
digestate/biosolids

October 2023

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale



https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale

Excess Food Opportunities Map

* 950,000+ excess food generators

* ~6,500 potential excess food
recipients

e Supporting infrastructure

* Location and basic information

* Excess food estimates for each
generator

e Publicly available datasets

epa.gov/foodmap



https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/excess-food-opportunities-map

What Can Businesses Do?

&8, &

f U.S. Food
2030 CHAMPIONS Wa Ste PaCt

Committed to reducing food loss and waste by 50% by 2030

www.epa.gov/FLWChampions

Why and How to Measure
Food Loss and Waste

FOOD WASTE

I REDUCTION ALLIANCE

W ReFED Insights Engine



What can we all do?
Ways to Reduce Wasted Food at Home

PLANNING STORAGE COOKING AND
PREPARATION

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/preventing-wasted-food-home



https://www.epa.gov/recycle/preventing-wasted-food-home

Thank you!

» EPA: Sustainable Management of Food

» Food Waste Research

Stay in the loop! » Wasted Food Scale

» National Strategy

»US Food Loss and Waste 2030 Champions



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tByJAagVxToE3r-5Z3w4PBzyhnZvB74zwXlxFYkcSsEsUOFKvAJ601kR9HksTsB0jT8GgUejU8uWyZ4Tw4NUjjxXaIGdexA6Zqv2CoLK4vWdRTX5IjdzctxrcJvcO9HpS_AN1-JnEoE4o7Lo3Iih6UQEKHYskYxA0v0mKR14KQQXRJiDdRvLFw%3D%3D%26c%3Dmj73G3ZHNf0tqvQbKaXHlD6XakN4Q810I34hnzZR5w9a_l6ZYFfiDg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dx7DsEVto4Qip5r9YqJqqNnscJq_l6OBT2bQmB4iyNB-C7yQHLwCiGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cfabiano.claudia%40epa.gov%7C90733c5f21b04e7e608408dbf336cf24%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638371188947992348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OdZALXaP3VtNk8DTR9gI1Em8OS4edqhKGmb7pAbVNvs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/land-research/food-waste-research
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale
https://www.epa.gov/circulareconomy/draft-national-strategy-reducing-food-loss-and-waste-and-recycling-organics
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/united-states-food-loss-and-waste-2030-champions
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Contact Us about Sustainable
Management of Food

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable- [ > /.
management- L
food/forms/contact-us-about-

sustainable-management-food
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Optional

photo/logo
here



https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/forms/contact-us-about-sustainable-management-food
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/forms/contact-us-about-sustainable-management-food
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/forms/contact-us-about-sustainable-management-food
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/forms/contact-us-about-sustainable-management-food
mailto:SMMFood@epa.gov
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